River of Mystery: 


Hook 


Long protected from the intru- 
sions of modern culture by its 
remote location, the Sepik River 
of Papua New Guinea is home to 
some of the most distinctive and 
arresting indigenous art found in 
the Pacific Basin. Isolated from 
Western influence well into the 
twentieth century, the primitive 
art of this vast 700-mile river 
reflects the area’s unique cultural 
integrity. On Saturday, June 18, the 
California Academy of Sciences 
opens a display of over 160 Sepik 
River ceremonial objects as the 
last stop of the three-year traveling 
exhibition, “River of Mystery: The 
Sepik River of Papua New Guinea.’ 
The Sepik River region is 
considered the most important 
center of art in New Guinea. Art 
of this region is abstract, dramatic 
and complex. From objects used 
in warfare to musical instruments 
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and decorated bowls, almost 
everything used in the Sepik River 
people’s daily life was turned into 
art. Having neither use of metal 
nor a written language, the differ- 
ent ethnic groups along the Sepik 
expressed their cultural beliefs 
through artful carvings. 

As visitors enter “The River of 
Mystery” exhibit, a dense forest 
looms overhead and a river-like 
path winds its way through a bam- 
boo jungle of tribal masks, ornate 
shields and intricately carved 
figures, recreating the mysterious, 
theatrical mood that emanates 
from the artifacts. On display 
through November 27, the exhibi- 
tion also features a complementary 
series of eight lectures beginning 
in September. Information about 
the lectures will appear in the July 
newsletter. 


Ornament 


Mission to Mars in 
the Morrison 
Planetarium! 


Beginning this summer and reach- 
ing its optimum viewing this fall, 
skywatchers will have the best 
chance to get a good look at Mars 
when our planetary neighbor’s or- 
bit brings it closest to the Earth 
and Sun at about the same time. 
Because of this and the fact that 
Mars will be positioned fairly higt 
in the sky, observers in the north- 
ern mid-latitudes — that’s us — 
will have our best view of the Red 
Planet since 1956. On June 17, the 
Morrison Planetarium opens a new 
program “Mars!” that probes the 
myth and mystery of Mars and 
describes some of the recent dis- 
coveries and theories of Martian 
planetary history. To the unaided 
eye, Mars is not one of the bright- 
est planets in the sky, but its strong 
color makes it easy to identify. 
Come to the Planetarium to learn 
more about our neighbor in the 
sky, a planet which is most similar 
to our own within the Solar Sys- 
tem and yet so different from the 
Earth. 

“Mars!” will be shown Monday 
through Friday at 2:00 p.m. and 
Saturday and Sunday at 1:00, 2:00, 
3:00 and 4:00 through September 11. 

And don't miss Exploring the 
Skies of the Season, a look at 
current night skies, at noon on 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Members should check in at the 
Planetarium Box Office at least ten 
minutes before show time to be 
assured of getting a seat. 


The Art of Charles Bradford Hudson 


Hudson’s Roosevelt Elk Mural recently moved to the Santa Cruz City Museum 


In 1916 the California Academy of 
Sciences opened the North Amer- 
ican Hall of Birds and Mammals, 
featuring magnificent dioramas 

of plants and animals set against 
mural paintings of actual locations 
in the West. One of the chief ar- 
tists on the project was Charles 
Bradford Hudson, a Canadian 
born American who lived from 
1865 to 1939. After studies in Paris 
and at Columbia University, his 
work was seen in expositions as 
far away as Bergen, Norway and 
Paris. His etchings are found at the 
Boston Museum of Fine Arts and 
his scientific illustrations are part 


of the new traveling exhibition 
which opened last month at the 
Academy entitled “Drawn from 
the Sea: Art in the Service of 
Ichthyology.’ 

One of his murals, a grassy hill- 
side sloping to a redwood forest 
which was the background for the 
Roosevelt Elk exhibit, has been 
moved and restored at the Santa 
Cruz City Museum. Others, includ- 
ing the dramatic backdrop for the 
Grizzly Bear scene, are being cleaned 
and renovated in preparation for 
Wild California (formerly North 
American Hall of Mammals) set to 
open on October 8. 


Members’ Meeting: The Search for Water 


Technology may be the solution 
to the growing global dilemma of 
locating new water sources. On 
Wednesday, June 8 at 2:00 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m. and Thursday, June 
9 at 7:30 p.m., Robert Bisson will 
address this topic of vital impor- 
tance to all Californians in his 
Members’ Meeting presentation, 
“The Search for Water.’ Mr. Bisson 
speaks about a radical new tech- 
nology that has successfully unco- 
vered millions of gallons of water 
in New England and has led to the 


recent discovery of groundwater 
in the town of 29 Palms in 
California. 

This technology combines satel- 
lite photography, geophysics and 
other techniques to find water 
hundreds of feet underground. 
Developed by BCI Geonetics, a 
public-owned company of explo- 
ration scientists, this technology 
also revealed water resources in 
the arid East African nation of 
Somalia and is being used to inves- 
tigate water contamination around 


Flamenco Music 
and Dance for 
Young Audiences 


Theatre Flamenco offers a special 
program for youngsters on Sun- 
day, June 5 at 1:00 p.m. To the 
sound of guitars and the click of 
castanets, Theatre Flamenco takes 


the audience on an exciting jour- 
ney through Spain and Latin 
America. The group is noted for 
its colorful and authentic folk 


costumes. 

Sponsored by the McKesson 
Foundation, Inc. and the S.F. Hotel 
Tax Fund/Grants For The Arts, 
everyone is welcome at these free, 
informal presentations in the Wat- 
tis Hall of Human Cultures. 


Bike to the 
Academy! 


If you have ever wanted to peddle 
to the park, but held back from 
visiting the Academy on your two- 
wheeler for fear of bike theft, a 
new “safe” bike rack has been 
installed within view of the Academy 
guards. Located by the Wattis Hall 
entrance, everyone is welcome to 
take advantage of this new incen- 
tive for a scenic bike ride through 
the park en route to visit the 
Academy. 


hazardous waste sites in New 
Hampshire. 

Mr. Bisson is Chairman and 
Chief Executive of BCI Geonetics, 
Inc., and has been involved in 
numerous water exploration pro- 
grams in the U.S., Somalia, Dibou- 
ti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan, Mali, 
Botswana, Zimbabwe, Namibia, 
and the Republic of South Africa. 

Members’ meetings on July 13 
and 14 will feature Dr. Leighton 
Taylor who will present “Lives of 
Coral Islands.” 


A World of Entertainment at Traditional Arts Programs 


Lowiczanie Folk Dance Ensemble 


The rich diversity of Bay Area 
culture is represented in the variety 
of cultural traditions on stage in 
the Academy’s weekly Traditional 
Arts programs. Each Saturday in 
Wattis Hall a free program of 
ethnic entertainment offers muse- 
um visitors the chance to sample 
culture from around the world. 
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The snakes are back! 


Bonnie Kamin 


Traditional Arts programs are 
funded by a grant from the Paul L. 
and Phyllis Wattis Foundation. All 
programs begin at 1:00 p.m. 


June 4 - Yinru Liu demonstrates 
the Chinese folk art of flour 
dough sculpture. Miss Liu served 
an apprenticeship with a master 


Over Memorial Day weekend the 
Academy celebrated the opening 
of the new Living Coral Reef, the 
largest living coral reef display in 
the country and the only one of 
its kind in the West. This exhibit 
offers a diver’s perspective on the 
wide variety of life on the reef. 
Tropical fish of every possible 
color cruise among living corals, 
anemones, giant clams and sleek 
Blacktip Reef sharks. The display 
is located across from the dol- 
phins, next door to the penguins. 
In two concurrent exhibits, visi- 
tors have the opportunity to view 
and compare exquisitely rendered 
and minutely detailed biological 
illustrations of fish and insects. 
“Drawn From the Sea: Art in the 
Service of Ichthyology” features 
70 illustrations from the collection 
of the Smithsonian Institution, in- 
cluding several by Charles Brad- 


artist in Beijing and developed her 
own style of modeling miniature 
figures, many inspired by Taoist 
and Buddhist deities. 

June 11 - No program 


June 18 - The Polish Arts and 
Culture Foundation presents “A 
Tour of Poland in Song and 
Dance,’ featuring a 20-minute in- 
troductory film followed by the 
Lowiczanie Folk Dance Ensemble. 
The Ensemble performs dances 
from all over Poland, including 
the Rrakowiak (a couples’ dance), 
the Rujawiak (a duet), the chodzo- 
ny (a march), the energetic oberek, 
the polonez, and a few waltzes 
and polkas. The dancers will also 
discuss regional variations in their 
costumes, many of which are family 
heirlooms. 

June 25 - The Duo Llajtaymanta 
(Mario Reynolds and Lucinda 
Lynch) performs the songs and 
music of the Bolivian altiplano 
and other rural Quechua and 
Aymara-speaking areas of the 
Andes. Mario and Lucinda play a 
variety of traditional instruments 
— panpipes, quena, charango, 
quenacho, toyos, and the antara. 


ford Hudson whose background 
paintings can be seen in the dio- 
ramas of North American Hall. 
“Beetlemania” in Hohfeld Gallery 
is a one-man show of ten pencil 
and ink drawings of beetles by 
David R. Maddison with Harvard’s 
Museum of Comparative Zoology. 

Also be sure to see the 1988 
winners of the Photography Con- 
test for Young People on display 
in the Jungle Cafe, beginning June 
4 through October. The winners 
will be honored in an awards 
ceremony on June 18. 

In the reptile and amphibian 
section of the Aquarium’s swamp, 
the snakes are returning from a 
month-long vacation. Their home 
improvements in the giant reptile 
displays were made possible in 
part by funds raised from the 
Academy’s second annual Run 
to the Far Side by Gary Larson. 


Exotic Expeditions 


Indians of the Southwest 


Against a dramatic backdrop of 
desert mesas and mountains, this 
Academy tour of the Southwest 
will explore modern Native Amer- 
ican culture in the context of the 
thousands of years of prehistoric 
development in the region. Fes- 
tivals and dances in Acoma, Zuni, 
and Hopi villages demonstrate 
how modern Pueblo Indians pre- 
serve their rich cultural traditions 
while participating fully in twen- 
tieth-century American life. The 


August 27-September 11 


tour includes visits to the Anasazi 
ruins of Mesa Verde and Chaco 
Canyon National Parks, and Ban- 
delier, Aztec, Navajo, and Canyon 
de Chelly National Monuments. 
Tour leader Dr. Linda Cordell is 


Chairman of the Academy’s Anthro- 


pology Department and has fo- 
cused her research on the pre- 
history of the Southwest. 


Costs are approximately $2300 
for the tour and $198 for air fare. 


Susan Middleton 


Galapagos: The Enchanted Isles 


Galapagos giant tortoises 


October 3-19 


The Galapagos Islands are home 
to some of the world’s most ex- 
traordinary scenery and wildlife 
— from the crater of Alcedo Vol- 
cano on Isabela Island to large 
colonies of giant tortoises. Under 
the leadership of Dr. Robert Drewes, 
Chairman of the Department of 
Herpetology, Academy members 
will explore this fascinating island 
group in a special two-week cruise. 
While most standard tours to the 
Galapagos include either seven or 
nine days in the Islands, our exclu- 


sive tour Offers 14 days of adven- 
ture with visits to Marchena Island 
and Punta Cavallos on Hood Is- 
land, both of which are usually 
closed to visitors. We will travel in 
greatest comfort aboard the newly 
constructed Isabella IJ, a fully air 
conditioned, spacious 17-crew 
yacht, 


The cruise is limited to 32 par- 
ticipants and costs $3,740 per per- 
son, based on double occupancy. 
Air fare is $719 round trip. 


Announcing the 1989 Academy Expeditions! 


We proudly announce the Acade- 
my Expeditions for 1989, a busy 
schedule of wild and wonderful 
tours across the globe. Beginning 
with tours of Antarctica and the 
Falklands and a tent Safari to Tan- 
zania in January, next year’s Expe- 
ditions go off the beaten path for 


an insiders guide to world wildlife. 


Here's the complete list of 11 up- 
coming great escapes: 


Antarctica and the 
Falkland Islands 

January 9-25 

Leader: Dr. John McCosker 


Tanzania Tenting Safari 
January 26-February 11 
Leader: Beth Dunbar 


Costa Rica 
March 28-April 8 
Leader: Dr. Frank Almeda 


The Silk Road 

April 30-May 24 
Leader: Nancy Pickford 
Mongolia and Siberia 
June 8-July 1 

Foods of France 

June 17-July 2 


Greenland and the 
Canadian Arctic 
July 26-August 9 


Canada: Prairies and Plains 
August 2-13 


Caravans of Central Asia: 
Samarkand, Tashkent, Bukhara 
September 9-22 


Namibia and Botswana: 
A Safari 
September 11-29 


New Zealand, Tasmania, 
and Australia 

September 27-October 17 
Leader: Dr. Frank H. Talbot 


For information on Academy 
expeditions call the Academy’s 
Travel Office at (415)750-7222. 


Deep Sea. pescaren in the Soviet Union 


Susan Middleton 


Dr, Tomio Iwamoto 


Summer 
Education 
for Adults 


The Academy’s Adult Education 
programs offer a variety of courses 
in natural history and field trips to 
places of scientific interest. Through- 
out the year, Academy members 
are given the opportunity to enjoy 
natural history in the classroom, as 
well as in the field. We invite you 
to take part in these unique and 
stimulating activities, presented in 
divisions of Anthropology, Art, 
Photography, Astronomy/Physics, 
Botany, General Science, Marine 
Science and Ornithology. Partici- 
pants must be 18 years or older 
and early registration is encour- 
aged. For a complete schedule of 
courses and more information 
contact the Adult Education 

Office at 750-7100. 


Win a Cruise to New England and Canada 


Members of the Academy have the 
chance to participate in a raffle 
drawing on June 1. The Grand 
Prize, donated by Royal Viking 
Line, is a two-week cruise to New 
England and Eastern Canada 
valued at $10,000. The Second 
Prize is a seven day stay at Kichwa 
Tembo camp in Kenya, and the 
third prize includes a four day trip 


Some of the most important work 
at the Academy of Sciences is the 
research that goes on behind the 
scenes. The Academy’s research 
division includes nine scientific 
departments, and the staff of cura- 
tors is constantly working on a 


number of specific research projects. 


For Dr. Tomio Iwamoto, Associate 
Curator of Ichthyology, this means 
the taxonomic and evolutionary 
relationships of the Grenadiers, 
otherwise known as Rattail fishes 
for their long tapering bodies. 
Tapping into the international 
network of research institutions is 
an important facet of this work. 


Summer Classes at 
the Junior Academy 


The Junior Academy is a special 
place for learning about the world 
around us. Classes, labs, and field 
trips combine to create a fun 
“science center” where students 
explore their area of interest. The 
California Academy of Science’s 
Junior Academy is open to stu- 
dents from six to sixteen years 
old. Membership is $10 per year, 
but this fee is waived if the par- 
ents are Academy members. 

Classes are presented in two 
summer sessions from July 12-28 
and August 9-25 (Tuesday and 
Thursday) and July 13-29 and 
August 10-26 (Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday). Meetings are divided 
in either six one-and-a-half or 
eight one-hour sessions. Contact 
the Junior Academy offices for a 
complete schedule information at 
750-7100. 


to Mendocino. Proceeds from the 
raffle support the general opera- 
tions of the Academy. As is cus- 
tomary in such raffles, Academy 
employees and their families are 
not eligible to participate. The 
winner will be announced on 
June Ist, a Free First Wednesday, 
made possible by a grant from 
Mrs. Marriner S. Eccles. 


Currently, Dr. Iwamoto is partici- 
pating in a cooperative scientific 
exchange program between the U.S. 
National Academy of Sciences and 
the Soviet Academy of Sciences. 
Evidence of the recent policy of 
glasnost, this exchange with Soviet 
scientist Dr. Yuri I. Sazonov of the 
Shirshov Institute of Oceanology 
in Moscow is an excellent oppor- 
tunity to learn more about these 
deep sea fishes, which are of par- 
ticular interest as a future food 
source. Dr. Iwamoto will return to 
the U.S. full of new insights when 
his three-and-one-half month re- 
search trip concludes in late July. 


Academy Treasures 
at the Airport 


This summer hundreds of objects 
from the Academy’s rich research 
collections will be on display at 
the San Francisco International 
Airport. In cases and on walls of 
the North Terminal travelers will 
find stunning examples from na- 
ture and artifacts from Native 
American cultures and from the 
South Pacific. Entitled “Treasures 
from the California Academy of 
Sciences,” the show will give air- 
port visitors a taste of what they 
will find at the natural history 
museum any day of the year, in- 
cluding a video version of the 
Academy’s Steinhart Aquarium. 


Science In Action 


You can now “hear” the Academy 
each Sunday evening on KCBS 
from 6 to 8 with host Jerry Kay. A 
live, call-in version of our popular 
“Science In Action” program lets 
listeners get answers to their science 
questions on topics ranging from 
coral reefs to dinosaurs. Coming 
up June 5 are the Academy ento- 
mologists Dan Gross and Norman 
Penny on all you wanted to know 
about bugs, and on June 12 listen 
in for a fascinating hour on New 
Guinea. 
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June at a Glance 


Continuing exhibitions and shows: 


“The Far Side of Science Gallery” permanent 
“Drawn from the Sea’ through August 14 
Members’ raffle for Viking cruise 
Photography Contest for Young People exhibit 
opens 
Traditional Arts — Chinese flour dough sculpture 
demonstration 1:00 p.m. 
Science In Action on KCBS 6 to 8 p.m. 
Young Audiences — Flamenco music and dance oo REEF 
Dpae The Academy Store brings you aquatics in motion 
Members’ Meetings “The Search for Water” with its vibrant new ‘Living Coral Reef” poster 
2:00 and 7:30 p.m. Created exclusively for the Steinhart Aquarium by 
Members’ Meeting 7:30 p.m. award-winning artist Dan Gilbert, this poster depicts 


Last day of “Beyond the Milky Way” in the coral reef ecosystem with stunning accuracy. 
the Planetarium Come and see this striking coral reef poster in living 


Science In Action on KCBS 6 to 8 p.m. color. Available only through the Academy Store. 


‘“Mars!”’ opens in the Planetarium ; 

“River of Mystery” opens in Lovell White Hall Look ing Ahead tof uly 

Traditional Arts — Polish songs and dance 1 p.m. 3 Science in Action on KCBS 6 to 8 p.m. 
Photography Contest for Young People Awards 12 Junior Academy summer session begins 
Ceremony 13. Members’ Meeting — “Lives of Coral Islands” 
Traditional Arts — Andean songs and music 1 p.m. 14 Members’ Meeting 


